LARA LEE HULLINGHORST
Director of COVID-19 Program Efforts
Lara Lee Hullinghorst leverages more than 25 years of experience in
government relations, operations and project management. Her
specialties include government relations, operations management, client
relationship management, project management, key partnership
development, fundraising, team management and public speaking.
As a founding member and COO of New York Grant Company and
through her agency experience working with organizations at the federal
level, she also has significant experience in developing and responding
to state and national grant programs. This robust background guides
Lara Lee’s work as NYGC’s director of COVID-19 Program Efforts, helping
businesses and not-for-profit organizations of all sizes secure necessary
disaster recovery relief funding in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
In this role, she operates NYGC’s plans to develop some of the largest
federal loan grants to ever be created for a single state.
Prior to joining NYGC, Lara Lee founded Virtual Operations, an
operations and governmental relations consulting firm for clients
across industries, including technology, legal, financial, hospitality,
environmental and not-for-profit. At Virtual Operations, she leveraged
her relationships and expertise to serve clients as a consulting operations
director and/or special projects manager, managing projects totaling
over $100 million in expenditures, with all projects completed on time
and on budget.
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After the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Lara Lee took a hiatus from Virtual
Operations to become acting COO of New York Grant Company. During
her six-month tenure, she helped the company raise more than $11
million in federal and NY state grants (the average grant size was $50k)
for businesses adversely affected by the 9/11 tragedy.
Additionally, Lara Lee has worked as a legislative aide for the Colorado
State House of Representatives, and she spent four years co-organizing
Boulder-Denver New Tech. She is also a former chair of the Boulder
Democratic Party and has successfully lobbied issues at both the federal
and state levels (including in California).
Lara Lee earned her BA at Vassar College, where she was awarded the
Molly Thatcher-Kazan Prize for Excellence in Direction. When she is not
helping organizations secure financial assistance, Lara Lee enjoys running
marathons, having completed four full and several half marathons.
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